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Features
Introducing our NEW Technology Trends
column
As Visante consultants work across North America
and globally, we have the opportunity to observe
new and emerging technology. This month's Insider
includes the first of our "technology trends" articles
that will feature medication management technology
that we find most interesting for improving
healthcare.

This month's Technology Trends: Improving
operations in the Will Call area
This month's feature discusses how RFID technology
can greatly improve efficiency, patient satisfaction
and patient care in the outpatient pharmacy Will Call
process. Read here about the technology that has
made a positive impact at the DoD, Kaiser and
Safeway pharmacies.

Drug Diversion Blog: What isn't behind the
numbers
Using software analytics to help curb drug diversion
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has become standard practice in most hospitals and
health systems. Greg Burger explains, "Reports
generated by your software are a very good starting
point for identifying potential diversion activity. But
there's much more to consider beyond the
information generated by software." Read here
about how not to miss critical information that can
help stop diversion in your organization. 

Know anyone who uses WAC spend percent as
a measure of 340B success?
One of the most common methods used to gauge
financial performance is to look at the ratios of drug
purchases across an entity's WAC, GPO and
340B/PHS accounts. But these metrics don't tell the
whole story and can even be misleading.
Surprisingly, entities may find an increase in WAC
spend can result in a lower overall drug spend. 340B
expert Gavin Magaha explains why here.

Orphan drug spending and what you can do
now
While orphan drugs represent <7% of the total
prescription volume in the U.S., these important
medications represent approximately 25% of the
total prescription drug spend. A proactive strategy is
necessary for effective care and financial
management of patients taking orphan drugs. You
can read more here about the importance of a Rare
Disease and Drug Strategy.

340B Health launches new site 
Earlier this month, 340B Health introduced a new
blog called 340B Informed, a free source of news
and commentary concerning the 340B drug discount
program. This site replaces the Drug Discount
Monitor newsletter. 340B Informed is published by
340B Health, the association of hospitals and health
systems in the 340B program. The announcement
can be read here, and the new blog site found here. 

Takeaways from the CMS MA and PDP Fall
Conference
Timely and useful information presented by our
Visante compliance experts attending the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services' Medicare
Advantage (MA) and Prescription Drug Plan (PDP)
Fall Conference is available here. Contact us if you
need help assessing your associated risk.

 
 

COME SEE US

National Association of Drug
Diversion Investigators – Greg
Burger and Maureen Burger will
present "Drug Diversion: Not IF,
but WHEN" at NADDI's national
meeting in Louisville. We will also
have an exhibit at the national
meeting where we will be on hand
to meet with participants. Email
Greg here to set up a time to meet.

National meeting: Oct. 10-14,
Hyatt Regency, Louisville. 

Health Care Compliance
Association Regional
Conferences, Sept. 30 –
Indianapolis, Embassy Suites
Indianapolis Downtown
 
PRESENTATIONS

David Kvancz, MS, RPh, FASHP,
will present "Considerations for the
Use of Biosimilars in the U.S.
Healthcare System" at the
Pharmacy Executive Forum at IDN
Summit and Reverse Expo in
Phoenix on Sept. 21.

James Stevenson, PharmD,
FASHP, will present "Opportunities
and Challenges for Pharmacists
with the Introduction of Biosimilars"
at the New England Pharmacists
Convention in Mashantucket, Conn.,
on Sept. 23.

James Stevenson, PharmD,
FASHP, will present "Evolution of
Specialty Pharmacy and
Implications for Payors" at the
AMCP Nexus Meeting in National
Harbor, Md., on Oct. 4.

James Jorgenson, MS, RPh,
FASHP, will present "Sterile
Compounding Update: Laws,
Regulations and Standards" at the
10th Northeast Regional
Hematology/Oncology Pharmacists
Symposium on Oct. 15th in Boston.
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James Stevenson, PharmD,
FASHP, will present "Managing the
Introduction of Biosimilars into the
U.S. Healthcare System" at a
national webinar for APhA on Oct.
16.

James Jorgenson, MS, RPh,
FASHP, will present "Examining
the Latest Therapies and Quality
Improvement Strategies for Heart
Failure" at the ASHP Clinical
Meeting on Dec. 5 in Las Vegas.
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